
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

  

   

 

 

 

  

  

 

     

 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

STATE CAPITOL 
P.O. BOX 942849 

SACRAMENTO. CA 94249-0080 
(916) 319-2080 

FAX (916) 319-2180 

DISTRICT OFFICE 
276 CHURCH AVENUE, SUITE D 

CHULA VISTA, CA 91910 
(619) 498-8580 

FAX (619) 498-8508 

Assemblymember.Alvarez@asm.ca.gov 
https://aBO.asmdc.org/ 

/\sscmhl11 
@a:Hf nrnht '!ficgislafurc 

DAVID A.ALVAREZ 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER,EIGI ITIETII DISTRJCT 

COMMITTEES 
CHAIR, BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 3 ON 

EDUCATION FINANCE 
BUDGET 
EOUCATION 
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION 
INSURANCE 
WATER. PARKS, AND WILDLIFE 

JOINT LEGISLATIVE BUDGET 

January 20, 2026 

Loretta Melby RN, MSN 

California Board of Registered Nursing 

1747 N. Market Boulevard, Suite 150 

Sacramento, CA 95834 

RE: Letter of Support for San Diego State University’s Proposed Accelerated Second Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing (ASBSN) Program – Chula Vista, California 

Dear Executive Director Melby, 

I am pleased to offer my strong support for San Diego State University’s proposal to establish an 

Accelerated Second Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ASBSN) pre-licensure program in Chula Vista, with 

a planned launch in Fall 2026. 

As the Assemblymember representing the South Bay region, I have consistently prioritized efforts that 

expand access to healthcare, strengthen the healthcare workforce, and invest in educational programs and 

facilities that serve our communities. The proposed ASBSN program directly advances these goals by 

addressing the persistent shortage of baccalaureate-prepared nurses in South San Diego County. 

SDSU’s program will provide an intensive 18-month, full-time hybrid curriculum for individuals who 

already hold a non-nursing bachelor’s degree, enrolling 50 additional students annually. By creating a 

new pathway for career-changing professionals, this program will help meet regional workforce demands 

while ensuring high standards of academic and clinical excellence. 

I am proud to have secured state funding to support the establishment and implementation of this 

program. This investment reflects the State of California’s commitment to strengthening the nursing 

workforce pipeline and ensuring that high-quality nursing education is accessible to the communities that 

need it most, particularly in the South Bay region. 

I am pleased by SDSU’s commitment to maintaining the rigor and quality of its established BSN 
program, as well as its collaborative approach with regional nursing programs and clinical partners. This 

thoughtful design ensures the program will complement—not compete with—existing educational 

pathways and will further strengthen the healthcare ecosystem across the South Bay. 

Establishing this program in Chula Vista represents a meaningful investment in our community’s health, 

economic vitality, and future workforce. I fully support San Diego State University’s proposal and 

commend the university for its leadership in responding to regional healthcare needs. 

Sincerely, 

David Alvarez 

Assemblymember, 80th District 



1-& 
Unive~~l/i
oJSanDieg<2:_ 

HAHN SCHOOL Of NURSING ANO HEALTH SCIENCE 
Ot rryond Bob Beysrt, Ins titute for 

Nursing R,srarch, A.dvonud Proct1Cr~ and Slmutot,ol"J 

December 16. 20_5 

Cali fornia n oard or Registered Nur'.> ing 
11747 . 1ta1te1 131\ d .. Suite 150 

Sacramento. Ci-\ 95834 

RE: Letter ll f Support !or San Diego State University"s (SDSU) Proposed Accelerated Second 
Bachelor or Science in Nur ·ing (ASBSN) Program - Chula Vista. Cali fornia 

Dear E--:ecuti, c Director Melby. 

On behal f of the Uni \'ersi l: or San Diego Hahn School of Nursing, I am w riting to acknow ledge 
San Diego State Uni,·ersit: • (SDSU) proposal to establish an Accelerated Second Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing (J\S l3S I) program in Chula Vista, Cali fornia. 

We n:cogni1c the ongoing demand lo r baccalaureate-prepared nurses to serve the diverse 

population. or South San Diego County. SDSU's intent to prov ide a local pathway for career­

changing prolcs ionals align · with the general work force development goals of our region. 

A the Board e\'aluatcs this proposal. we emphasize the importance o f maintaining the stability 
of the current clinica l education envi ronment. The niversity of San Diego supports this 
initiatiH.· v, ith the under ·tanding that the implementation of thi s ne,- program w ill not negatively 

impact the clinical placement capacity or site avai lability currently uti lized by long-standing 

nursing programs in the area. It i e sential that the expansion of nursing seats in the region is 

managed susrninabl: so ,1s not to displace ex isting . tudent or overextend the re ources of our 
healthcare partner:-. 

We trust the Board,, i ll cnst1re that this ne,, program complements the ex i ting educational 

land cape without creating undue competition for l imited clinical facul ty and si te placements. 

Sincerelv. 

-x!~h~, /7, IJ, £Ai' 

Kathy Madi. Ph.D .. R 

A ssociate Dean and Prolcssor 

Hahn School o f ursing and I lcnl th Science 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

5998 Alcala Park, San Diego, CA 92110-2492 
P (619) 260-4550 I F (6 19) 260-68 14 I \\wwsand1cgo cclu/nursmg 
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MtRACOSTA MIRACOSTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 

~ COLLEGE 

l Barnard Drive, Oceanside, CA 92056 

760.757.2121 • miracosta .edu 

California Board of Registered Nursing 
1747 N. Market Blvd., Suite 150 
Sacramento, CA 95834 

RE: Letter of Support for San Diego State University's Proposed Accelerated Second Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing (ASBSN) Progran1 - Chula Vista, California 

Dear Executive Director Loretta Melby, 

On behalf of MiraCosta College, I am pleased to offer my support for San Diego State 
University 's (SDSU) proposal to launch an Accelerated Second Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
(ASBSN) pre-Iicensure program (50 slots) in Chula Vista, California, with a planned start in Fall 
2026. 

The South Bay region of San Diego County continues to experience a well-documented shortage 
of baccalaureate-prepared nurses. Expanding access to a local BSN pathway through SDSU will 
play a vital role in strengthening our regional nursing workforce and addressing the healthcare 
needs ofour diverse and rapidly growing community. 

We are particularly encouraged that SDSU's proposed ASBSN program will mirror the academic 
rigor and quality standards of the existing, highly regarded SDSU BSN program. The focus on 
an 18-month, full-time hybrid curriculum designed for individuals who already hold a non­
nursing bachelor's degree will attract a new population of motivated, career-changing 
professionals eager to serve in healthcare. 

We also commend SDSU' s commitment to collaborative clinical partnerships and their 
assurance that this progran1 will complement rather than compete with existing nursing education 
offerings across the region. This thoughtful approach will help ensure a coordinated expansion of 
educational opportunities without disrupting current student placements. 

MiraCosta College recognizes the importance of this initiative and fully supports SDSU' s efforts 
to establish this program in Chula Vista. We look forward to continued collaboration to help 
ensure its success and to advance the shared goal of improving access to high-quality nursing 
education and healthcare in South San Diego County. 

Sincerely, 

~. 

OCEANSIDE CAMPUS SAN ELIJO CAMPUS TECHNOLOGY CAREER INSTITUTE 
1 Barnard Drive North Son Diego Small Bu,lness Development Center 2075 Los Polmos Drive 
Oceanside, CA 92056 Reg ional Center of Excellence Carlsbad, CA 92011 

760.757.2121 Socci Veterans Business Outreach Center 760. 795.6820 

3333 Manchester Avenue. Cardif f. CA 92007 
760.944.444 

1831 Mission Avenue 

Oceonside, CA 92058 

760.795.8710 

https://miracosta.edu


Dr. Yvette Duncan DNP, RN, CNS, CEN 
RN/LVN-to-RN Director/Instructor 
MiraCosta College 

COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER OCEANSIDE CAMPUS SAN ELIJO CAMPUS TECHNOLOGY CAREER INSTITUTE 

1831 Mission Avenue l Barnard Drive North San Diego Small Business Development Center 2075 Las Palmas Drive 
Oceanside. CA 92058 Oceanside. CA 92056 Regional Center of Excellence Carlsbad. CA 92011 
760.795.8710 760.757.2121 Socal Veterans Business Outreach Center 760.795.6820 

3333 Manchester Avenue, Cardiff, CA 92007 
760.944.444 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 
 

 
 

           
    

 
 

 
               

           
  

 
           

             
       

 
 

       
            

  
 

            
        

         
 

 
          

        
        

 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 

 

MAYOR JOHN McCANN 
January 15, 2026 

California Board of Registered Nursing 
1747 N. Market Boulevard, Suite 150 
Sacramento, CA 95834 

RE: Letter of Support for San Diego State University’s Proposed Accelerated Second Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
(ASBSN) Program – Chula Vista, California 

Dear Executive Director Melby: 

I am pleased to express the City of Chula Vista’s strong support for San Diego State University’s (SDSU) proposal to 
establish an Accelerated Second Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ASBSN) pre-licensure program in Chula Vista, with an 
anticipated start date of Fall 2026. 

As Mayor of Chula Vista, I know well that South Bay continues to face a critical shortage of baccalaureate-prepared 
nurses, placing increasing strain on local healthcare providers and limiting access to care for our growing and diverse 
communities. Expanding access to a locally based BSN pathway through SDSU represents a meaningful and strategic 
response to this workforce challenge. 

SDSU’s proposed ASBSN program will provide an intensive 18-month, full-time hybrid curriculum for individuals who 
already hold a non-nursing bachelor’s degree. By enrolling 50 additional students annually, the program will attract 
motivated, career-changing professionals and significantly strengthen the regional nursing workforce. 

I am particularly encouraged by SDSU’s commitment to maintaining the same academic rigor and clinical excellence that 
characterize its well-established BSN program. Equally important is SDSU’s collaborative approach—working in 
partnership with existing nursing programs and clinical sites to ensure this program complements, rather than 
competes, with current educational pathways. 

The establishment of this program in Chula Vista aligns with broader regional goals to expand educational opportunities 
in South Bay and improve healthcare access, workforce development, and community well-being. The City of Chula Vista 
fully supports SDSU’s efforts and believe this program will have a lasting positive impact on South Bay residents and 
healthcare systems. 

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal. 

Yours in Service, 

John McCann 
Mayor 

Chula Vista City Hall ・276 4th Avenue ・Chula Vista ・CA 91910・jmccann@chulavistaca.gov 

mailto:jmccann@chulavistaca.gov


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

      
     

  

California Board of Registered Nursing 

1747 N. Market Blvd., Suite 150 

Sacramento, CA 95834 

RE: Letter of Support for San Diego State University’s Proposed Accelerated Second Bachelor 

of Science in Nursing (ASBSN) Program – Chula Vista, California 

Dear Executive Director Loretta Melby, 

On behalf of Grossmont College, I am pleased to offer my strong support for San Diego State 

University’s (SDSU) proposal to launch an Accelerated Second Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

(ASBSN) pre-licensure program (50 slots) in Chula Vista, California, with a planned start in Fall 

2026. 

The South Bay region of San Diego County continues to experience a well-documented shortage 

of baccalaureate-prepared nurses. Expanding access to a local BSN pathway through SDSU will 

play a vital role in strengthening our regional nursing workforce and addressing the healthcare 

needs of our diverse and rapidly growing community. 

We are particularly encouraged that SDSU’s proposed ASBSN program will mirror the academic 
rigor and quality standards of the existing, highly regarded SDSU BSN program. The focus on 

an 18-month, full-time hybrid curriculum designed for individuals who already hold a non-

nursing bachelor’s degree will attract a new population of motivated, career-changing 

professionals eager to serve in healthcare. 

We also commend SDSU’s commitment to collaborative clinical partnerships and their 

assurance that this program will complement rather than compete with existing nursing education 

offerings across the region. This thoughtful approach will help ensure a coordinated expansion of 

educational opportunities without disrupting current student placements. 

Grossmont College recognizes the importance of this initiative and fully supports SDSU’s efforts 

to establish this program in Chula Vista. We look forward to continued collaboration to help 

ensure its success and to advance the shared goal of improving access to high-quality nursing 

education and healthcare in South San Diego County. 

Sincerely, 

Alice Noquez, PhD, MSN, FNP-BC, RN 
Associate Dean & Director, Nursing 
Grossmont College 



 

 
  

 

  

    

  
 

  

      
   

  

   
  

 

  
   

 

 

  

   
  

 
  

     

    
   

  

 
  

   

  
   

 

 
 
 

 
  

  

  
  

California Board of Registered Nursing 
1747 N. Market Blvd., Suite 150 
Sacramento, CA 95834 

RE: Letter of Support for San Diego State University’s Proposed Accelerated Second 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ASBSN) Program – Chula Vista, California 

Dear Executive Director Loretta Melby, 

I am writing on behalf of the San Diego City College Nursing Education Program (SDCC 

NEP) to express our unequivocal support for San Diego State University’s (SDSU) 
proposal to initiate an Accelerated Second Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ASBSN) pre-
licensure program, which will offer 50 slots in Chula Vista, California, with a projected 

start date in Fall 2026. The South Bay region of San Diego County is currently facing a 
well-documented shortage of baccalaureate-prepared nurses. 

By expanding access to a local BSN pathway through SDSU, the proposed program will 
play a crucial role in strengthening the regional nursing workforce and addressing the 
healthcare needs of our diverse and rapidly expanding community. We are particularly 

encouraged that the ASBSN program will uphold the academic rigor and quality 
standards associated with the existing, esteemed SDSU BSN program. The 18-month, 
full-time hybrid curriculum is designed for individuals who hold a non-nursing bachelor’s 

degree, thereby attracting a new cohort of motivated professionals seeking to transition 
into the healthcare field. 

Furthermore, we commend SDSU’s dedication to fostering collaborative clinical 
partnerships and appreciate their commitment to ensuring that this program will 

complement, rather than compete with, the existing nursing education offerings in the 
region. This strategic approach will facilitate a coordinated expansion of educational 
opportunities without disrupting current student placements. 

SDCC NEP recognizes the significance of this initiative and fully endorses SDSU’s efforts 
to establish this program in Chula Vista. We anticipate continued collaboration to 

ensure its success and to advance our mutual objective of enhancing access to high-
quality nursing education and healthcare services in South San Diego County. 

Dometrives Armstrong, DNP, MSN, FNP, PHN, RN 
Associate Dean of Nursing 

San Diego City College 
Email: darmstro@sdccd.edu 

Sincerely,  

Electronic signature-DA



---------------------------------PALOMAR COLLEGE® 1140 West Mission Road, San Marcos, California 92069-1487 • 760-744-1150 • www.palomar.edu 

NURSING EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

December 2, 2025 

California Board of Registered Nursing 
1747 N. Market Blvd., Suite 150 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
RE: Letter of Support for San Diego State University's Proposed Accelerated Second Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing (ASBSN) Program - Chula Vista, California 

Dear Executive Director Loretta Melby, 

On behalf of Palomar College, I am pleased to offer my support for San Diego State University's (SDSU) 
proposal to launch an Accelerated Second Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ASBSN) pre-licensure program 
(50 slots) in Chula Vista, California, with a planned start in Fall 2026. Dr Karen Macauley has assured me 
that the clinical sites used for this expansion will not interfere with our clinical sites used by Palomar 
College Nursing Program. 

We also commend SDSU's commitment to collaborative clinical partnerships and their assurance that this 
program will complement rather than compete with existing nursing education offerings across the region. 
This thoughtful approach will help ensure a coordinated expansion of educational opportunities without 
disrupting current student placements. 

The South Bay region of San Diego County continues to experience a well-documented shortage of 
baccalaureate-prepared nurses. Expanding access to a local BSN pathway through SDSU will play a vital 
role in strengthening our regional nursing workforce and addressing the healthcare needs of our diverse and 
rapidly growing community. 
The focus on an 18-month, full-time hybrid curriculum designed for individuals who already hold a non­
nursing bachelor's degree will attract a new population ofmotivated, career-changing professionals eager to 
serve in healthcare. 

Palomar College Nursing Program recognizes the importance of this initiative and fully supports SDSU' s 
efforts to establish this program in Chula Vista. We look forward to continued collaboration to help ensure 
its success and to advance the shared goal of improving access to high-quality nursing education and 
healthcare in South San Diego County. 

Deborah Chow, DNP, MSN, RN 
Associate Dean of Nursing/Nursing Director 
Palomar College 
1140 West Mission Road 
San Marcos, CA 92069 
(760) 744-1150 ext 2599 

www.palomar.edu


 

   

 

   

  

    

    

   

 

           

     

 

   

 

               

              

      

 

           

              

           

             

             

            

   

 

              

          

           

               

          

             

          

              

      

 

          

             

               

            

 

 

 
    

  

 

CAPITOL OFFICE 

1021 0 STREET, SUITE 7630 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 

TEL (916) 651·4018 
FAX (916) 651· 49 18 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY DISTRICT OFFICE 

780 BAY BOULEVARD. SUITE 204 
C H ULA VISTA CA 9 19 10 

TEL (619) 409·7690 

IMPERIAL COUNTY DISTRICT OFFICE 

1224 STATE STREET. SUITED 
EL CENTRO, CA 9224 3 

TEL (760) 335·344 2 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY DISTRICT OFFICE 

82013 DR CARREON BOULEVARD. SUITE J 

INDIO, CA 92201 
TEL C760J 398-6442 

WWW SENATE.CA.GOVfPAOILLA 

SENATOR PAOILLA@SENATE.CA.GOV 

SENATOR 
STEPHEN C . PADILLA 

EIGHTEENTH SENATE D IST RICT 

COMMITTEES 

GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION 

CHAIR 

MEMBER 

AGRICULTURE 

HEALTH 

HOUSING 

INSURANCE 

January 23, 2026 

Loretta Melby, RN, MSN 
Executive Director 
California Board of Registered Nursing 
1747 N. Market Boulevard, Suite 150 
Sacramento, CA 95834 

Subject: Letter of Support for San Diego State University’s Proposed Accelerated Second Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
(ASBSN) Program – Chula Vista, California 

Dear Executive Director Melby: 

As the California State Senator representing the City of Chula Vista, I am writing to express my strong support for San Diego State 

University’s proposal to establish an Accelerated Second Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ASBSN) pre-licensure program in Chula 

Vista, with an anticipated start in Fall 2026. 

Working in the State Legislature to prioritize workforce development and align educational attainments with employment 
pathways, I recognize the vital role SDSU plays in educating our workforce and advancing the health and well-being of 
communities throughout South San Diego County. The proposed ASBSN program represents a strategic and timely response to the 

growing shortage of baccalaureate-prepared nurses in our region. This program will offer an 18-month, full-time hybrid curriculum 
for individuals who already hold a non-nursing bachelor’s degree and will enroll 50 additional students annually. By expanding 
access to high-quality BSN education locally, SDSU will help ensure a steady pipeline of well-prepared nurses ready to serve our 
diverse and growing population. 

I am encouraged by SDSU’s commitment to maintaining the academic rigor and clinical excellence of its established BSN 

program, as well as its collaborative engagement with regional clinical partners and nursing programs. This approach ensures the 

ASBSN program will strengthen, rather than disrupt, existing educational and healthcare partnerships. Having served on the city 
council and as Mayor of Chula Vista prior to serving as State Senator, I recognize the vital partnerships needed to ensure South 
County residents are offered educational and workforce opportunities at a crucial time for the region’s growing economy. The 

ASBSN Program is one step forward in supporting South San Diego County’s workforce needs that will trickle and impact the 

state’s pipeline of talented healthcare professionals who will be working to provide high-quality care for their fellow Californians 
in clinics and hospitals. It is my commitment to making my district an affordable and comfortable place to live, work, and study 

for many years to come. 

The establishment of this program in Chula Vista aligns closely with regional priorities around workforce development, healthcare 

access, and educational opportunity. I fully support SDSU’s efforts and believe this program will have a lasting positive impact on 
South Bay communities. If you require any further information or assistance, please do not hesitate to contact my Chula Vista 
District Office at (619) 409-7690. Thank you for your consideration of this important request. 

Sincerely, 

Senator Stephen C. Padilla 
18th Senate District 



 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

   
 

 

 

  

  

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

   

  

  

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

SOUTHWESTERN COLLEGE 

HIGHER EDUCATION CENTER AT OTAY MESA 

Governing Board 

Roberto Alcantar 

Don Dumas 

Griselda A. Delgado 

Robert Moreno 

Corina Soto 

California Board of Registered Nursing 
1747 N. Market Blvd., Suite 150 
Sacramento, CA 95834 

RE: Letter of Support for San Diego State University’s Proposed Accelerated Second Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing (ASBSN) Program – Chula Vista, California 

Dear Executive Director Loretta Melby, 

Southwestern College strongly supports San Diego State University’s proposal to increase 

enrollment in the Accelerated BSN program serving the South Bay. Our region faces a 

persistent RN shortage driven by population growth, chronic disease burden, and 

socioeconomic barriers—particularly in federally designated Medically Underserved Areas. 

Expanding local ABSN seats will speed time‑to‑license, strengthen the public BSN pathway, and 

improve access for diverse learners. 

Over the past three years, the San Diego & Imperial County Regional Nursing Consortium has 

collaborated with healthcare partners to stabilize clinical placements by consistently honoring 

established placement requests. With continued commitment from both our clinical partners and 

SDSU, I am confident that the implementation of the SDSU accelerated program will not impact the 

placement of current nursing programs within the region. 

SWC’s collaboration with SDSU already demonstrates demand and feasibility. Recent 

co‑enrollment efforts enabled VN and ADN graduates to complete the BSN efficiently, reducing 

financial and geographic barriers. We stand ready to coordinate clinical placements, align 

simulation and skills training, and share outcomes data to support SDSU’s scale‑up. 

Thank you for considering our endorsement. Please contact me for any additional 

documentation. 

Sincerely, 

Samantha A. Girard 

Samantha Girard Ph.D. RN PHN CNE® 

Senior Director of Nursing & Health Occupations 
Southwestern College 

900 Otay Lakes Road, Chula Vista, CA 91910-7299 • (619) 421-6700 • Fax (619) 482-6413 • TTY (619) 482-6470 • www.swccd.edu 

www.swccd.edu
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